86                                LECTURE II.

Sects, systems, nations, and even individuals, have
imagined themselves to be the favoured and privi-
leged medium by which truth was to be unveiled,
and the world to be illuminated and blessed.  Miser-
able delusion!    Truth is stronger and broader than
this, is less partial in her favours, and more catho-
lic in her spirit.    Truth belongs not to you, my
brother; nor does it belong to me.    She does not
shower down any especial influences, or reveal any
secret penetralia peculiarly to the Briton, nor to the
German, nor to the Gaul.    Nay, further, she does
not, for the sake of those who bow at her shrine,
and call themselves  the learned,  neglect to visit
those who are reputed ignorant; nor does she de-
spise the cottage of the poor, to take up her special
abode in the halls of the wealthy and the noble.
Nay, so far from this, it is at our cost that we accept
as perfect the conceptions of any one people, or of
any one class, and overlook the rays of light which
other and perhaps humbler minds reflect from the
great central sun of truth's eternal day.

Already, in politics, have we learned the lesson
that society is incomplete, if any one class of men
is wanting, or the labour of any class set at nought.
Already have we learned the lesson that there could
be none rich if there were none to labour by the
sweatof their brow; that there could benounwork-
ing classes if there were no producers; that the
noble, in fact, are more dependent upon the pea-
sant and the artisan than they are upon the noble.
In a word, -we have learned the lesson that man